OUT-PASSING INTO ASSUEED FELICITY

In the world, no prescribed method of obtaining
redress ? "

"Assuredly," replied the headman; "the pre-
scribed method is the part of the system that
has received the most attention. As the one of
-whom you complain is a mandarin of the fifth
degree, you may fittingly address yourself to his
superiors of the fourth, third, second and first
degrees. Then there are the city governors, the
district prefects, the provincial rulers, the Imperial
Assessors, the Board of Censors, the Guider of
the Vermilion Pencil, and, finally, the supreme
Emperor himself. To each of these, if you are
Wealthy enough to reach his actual presence, you
may prostrate yourself in turn, and each one,
with many courteous expressions of intolerable
regret that the matter does not come within his
office, will refer you to another. The more
prudent course, therefore, would seem to be that
of beginning with the Emperor rather than
reaching him as the last resort, and as you
are now without means of livelihood if you
remain here there is no reason why you should
not journey to the Capital and make the
attempt." *

" The Highest!" exclaimed Ten-teh, with a pang
of unfathomable emotion. " Is there then no middle
way? Who is Ten-teh, the obscure and illiterate
fisherman, that he should thrust himself into the
presence of the Son of Heaven? If the mother
of the dutiful Chou Yii could destroy herself and
her family at one blow to the end that her son
might serve his sovereign with a single heart, how
degraded an outcast must he be who would obtrude
his own trivial misfortunes at so critical a time."